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President’s 
Report

As my three-year term as President draws to a close I reflect with 
enormous admiration on the work of so many people who help to 
sustain such a vibrant organisation.

Once again the UN has “never been so needed” 
to deal with the world’s most pressing challenges.  
National self-interest increasingly requires global 
co-operation. The year saw successes and failures. 
Libya’s democratic transition continued, elections 
were held in Burma and East Timor but Syria’s 
problems escalated. The Millennium Development 
Goal of cutting extreme poverty in half by 2015 was 
met but there was devastating drought in East Africa.

Responding to immediate issues such as these is a 
vital role of the UN. Just as important is its response 
to the longer-term issues such as population 
increase, resource depletion and climate change. 
Upon these the future peace and prosperity of the 
world also depend. Every ten years the UN hosts a 
conference of its member nations and civil society to 
assess progress towards sustainable development 
and renew the global commitment to this goal. The 
conference was held in June in Rio de Janiero, Brazil.

A major initiative of the Victorian Division of the 
UNAA during the year focused on the opportunities 
that this conference provided. Using the concept 
of a green economy proposed by UN agencies 
we conducted four, “Earth Summit”, public forums 
on aspects of the Victorian economy and drew on 
the results to draft the Melbourne Declaration on 
Sustainable Development 2012. This was launched 
in association with the City of Melbourne. At the 
same time the Division welcomed the support of the 
Australian Government to host public briefings on 
the forthcoming conference in all capital cities.  
We then facilitated the attendance of fourteen 
people at the conference. It was a timely 
demonstration of the role that a United Nations 
Association can play in helping to link individuals 
and the local community to the resolution of global 
issues. I am very grateful to our Environment and 
Sustainability Committee for guiding this process.

The other important initiative this year was the 
development of our training program, as noted in 
the Executive Director’s report.

At the same time our other main streams of 
activities – the Environment Day Awards, Media 
Peace Awards and Model UN General Assemblies 
for schools and universities - continued to be 
successfully delivered. Participation in each of these 
increased. The Status of Women Committee again 
provided an important forum for representatives 
from a wide range of organizations to promote 
gender equality, drawing on international experience. 
As part of the UNAA Federation we also contributed 
to Australia-wide initiatives. These included the 
promotion of the Australian Government’s bid for a 
seat on the UN Security Council. 

At the international level our Vice-President,  
Jay Jethwa, continued to be an active member of 
the Executive Committee of the World Federation of 
United Nations Associations. 

As my three-year term as President draws to a close 
I reflect with enormous admiration on the work of 
so many people who help to sustain such a vibrant 
organisation. We depend greatly on volunteers 
for their expertise and energy – interns and others 
who help staff the office and administer the events, 
experts who comprise the judging panels for our 
awards, guest speakers and “secretaries general” 
who are essential to the delivery of the Model UN 
Assemblies and members of our committees who 
provide their expertise and time so generously. 

We are also fortunate in having a wide range of 
financial sponsors for our events and organizational 
support, including the Government of Victoria.  
 
Graham Hunter 
President, UNAA Victoria Division
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Executive  
Director’s Report

We undertake a range of activities, as you will read in this report,  
with a very small number of staff and they are to be commended for 
the wonderful contribution they make.

The Association continues to develop the potential 
and outreach of it many programs and this year 
introduced two new education programs - the 
Sustainability Leadership series and the Business 
and Human Rights workshops. Designed for the 
corporate sector, they grew out of the Corporate 
Short Course on Sustainability leadership developed 
by the Association in Victoria and completed in 
December last year. 

The Business and Human Rights Workshop series 
is an interactive training program and the first in 
Australia to have an in-depth focus on this topic. 
The workshops build capacity and provide practical 
tools and training for business professionals and 
others working on corporate responsibility and 
human rights. Participants learn how to implement 
these skills in corporate policy and practice. The 
workshops were facilitated by Vanessa Zimmerman, 
former legal adviser to the United Nations Special 
Representative on Business and Human Rights.

Business is central to sustainable development. 
Sustainability leadership, in turn, is critical for the 
future of business and its leaders. The success or 
failure of businesses will be increasingly determined 
by their innovation and ability to adapt to changing 
demands and expectations of diverse stakeholders.

The Sustainability Leadership Series is designed 
to bring business, government and the NGO 
sector together to discuss key global trends and 
UN initiatives including: UN Global Compact, 
Global Reporting Initiative, UN Principles for Social 
Investment and the Business and Millennium 
Development Goals.

The Model UN program continues to grow, with a 
total of 19 conferences in the past year involving 
approximately 2000 students. The Conference 
program has now been adapted for primary school 
students, with the first Conference for Year 5 & 6 
students held in October 2012 at Geelong.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
many sponsors whose financial support is vital to 
the success of our programs and also the many 
other companies, organisations and the media who 
assist us in the promotion of our various activities 
around Australia.  

We undertake a range of activities, as you will read 
in this report, with a very small number of staff 
and they are to be commended for the wonderful 
contribution they make to the development of the 
Association in Victoria. I would like to thank my 
staff, Catherine Sutherland who is responsible 
for the management of the Corporate Education 
Program and Emeline Suteau who looks after the 
management of the Student Education program and 
the many interns and volunteers who play such a 
vital role in the success of our programs. 
 
Patricia Collett 
Executive Director, UNAA Victoria Division
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Our World Laid Bare 

Triple prizes to West Australian journalist Steve 
Pennells and six prizes to SBS were a feature of the 
2011 Media Peace Awards Winners, announced on 
Friday 21 October 2011.  

The scope of reporting on humanitarian matters is 
shown by reports covering the Malaysian solution, 
Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya, political stalemate 
in Papua New Guinea, uprisings of the Arab Spring, 
Aboriginal deaths in custody since the Royal 
Commission and from suicide in a remote hamlet.

Rwandan genocide was laid bare, as was the plight 
of older people in the workplace, the Northern 
Territory Intervention, child protection and the  
Skype scandal in the Australian Defence Force. 

The Awards Presentation Dinner, hosted by Virginia 
Trioli, Presenter, ABC News Breakfast, was attended 
by more than 150 guests, including representatives 
from sponsors: the Victorian Office of Women’s 
Policy, the Australian Government Department 
of Families, Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs, the Victorian Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development, SBS, 
the Australian Multicultural Foundation and the 
Victorian Multicultural Commission. 

The Environment: One State Cares  

Innovative programs to preserve the natural habitat, 
limit waste production, build bridges between 
architecture and the environment and encourage 
students to take charge of their surroundings were 
recognised by the UNAA.

They are among the winners of the 2012 World 
Environment Day Awards, dominated by Western 
Australia. Among them was a community group 
(Baldivis’ Children Forest), schools (Quairading 
District High and South Fremantle Senior High), 
local government (City of Joondalup) and 
businesses (Brookfield Multiplex and Chevron 
Australia). Matt Brown’s powerful Foreign 
Correspondent report on the destruction of 
Indonesia’s rainforests by a huge foreign paper 
company revealed its impact on biodiversity and 
people’s lives. It was an outstanding winner in the 
media category. 

Award winners were announced at a dinner on 
Friday 8 June 2012 at the Grand Hyatt Melbourne. 
Hosted by Rob Gell, Environmental Entrepreneur 
and Chairman of UNESCO Western Port Biosphere, 
the Dinner was attended by more than 250 guests, 
including The Hon Robyn Parker MP, NSW Minister 
for Environment and Heritage, Liza Harvey MLA, 
Member for Scarborough (WA) and Donna Petrovich 
MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Sustainability 
and Environment as well as representatives from 
sponsors BHP Billiton and Virgin Australia, and 
Lorraine Elsass (sponsor of Peter Szental Award).

Innovative programs to preserve the natural habitat, limit waste production, 
build bridges between architecture and the environment and encourage 
students to take charge of their surroundings were recognised by the UNAA.

The Environment:  
One State Cares  
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How Norway Shows the Way

Professor John Langmore discussed ‘Australian 
Foreign Policy and our engagement with the UN: 
Lessons from Norway’ at a UNAA Victoria Members’ 
evening. Professor Langmore, a Professorial Fellow 
in the School of Social and Political Sciences in 
the University of Melbourne, is a former Director of 
the UN Division for Social Policy and Development 
in New York, and former Representative of the 
International Labour Organisation to the United 
Nations. His presentation was based on a recent 
article by Professor John Langmore and Jan 
Egeland, Learning from Norway: Independent 
Middle Power Foreign Policy, published in the  
Griffith Review. 

 
Amazing videos of a better world

Solutions to the global challenges of climate 
change, food security, biodiversity loss and peak oil 
were brought into focus at an Our World 2.0 Shorts 
Films and Forum, held at the State Library. Part of 
the Transitions Film Festival and Sustainable Living 
Festival, the forum and film screening was attended 
by over 100 guests. The Our World 2.0 are a 
stunning collection of short videos produced by the 
UN University sharing ideas and actions of citizens 
from around the world who are transforming our 
lives for the better. 

The shorts were followed by an interactive forum 
with guest speakers John Wiseman, Melbourne 
Sustainable Society Institute; Dan Atkins, Shaper 
Group; Philip Sutton, Research and Strategy for 
Transition Initiation (RSTI); and Giselle Wilkinson, 
Transition Decade. The discussion was moderated 
by Deane Belfied, Director, ECO2Sys Australia.

Students wrangle critical world issues

Refugees’ rights, climate change and sustainable 
development, indigenous rights, the debate over 
the death penalty and human trafficking in the 21st 
century were among the most popular topics at 
Model UN Conferences run by UNAA Victoria.

Overall 100 schools and more than 2000 students 
took part in the Conferences. 

In 2011 and 2012 the program for metropolitan 
and regional secondary schools and universities 
continued growing. Linked with this, the Association 
held Conferences in partnership with the Victorian 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD) and Victorian Arabic Social 
Services. A Teacher Guide highlighting links with the 
Victorian and Australian Curriculum to help teachers 
prepare students for the Conferences was developed. 
Teacher training sessions were also run in the lead-up 
to the DEECD Conferences. 

Now the Conference program is being adapted for 
primary school students, with the first Conference 
with Year 5 & 6 student in October at Geelong. 
A total of 19 conferences were held between July 
2011 and June 2012.

These included:

• Five in metropolitan schools
• Two in regional schools
• Four with the DEECD in metropolitan areas
•  Six with the Department of Education in regional areas
• Two in universities.  
 
Regional conferences were reported by the Latrobe 
Valley Express, the Bendigo Advertiser, and the 
Benalla Ensign. An article on the UNAA Victoria 
Model UN Conference program was also published 
in Inspire, the Department of Education’s monthly 
magazine. One of the Conferences made it on to 
Channel 31, Class TV, a show produced by high 
school students from Northcote High School and 
Coburg Senior High School.  

In 2011 and 2012 the Model United Nations Conference program 
for metropolitan and regional secondary schools and universities 
continued growing. 

Students wrangle 
critical world issues
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The Corporate  
& the Community
The Corporate and the Community

The UNAA Victoria Business and Human Rights 
Workshops Series, hosted by Allens, seek to 
increase understanding of human rights and how 
they relate to business, enhance awareness of 
critical human rights challenges facing Australian 
companies in a global market and to foster a 
corporate culture of respect for human rights. 
The workshops are facilitated by Vanessa 
Zimmerman, former Legal Adviser to the UN Special 
Representative on Business and Human Rights and 
Business and Human Rights Expert.

The series includes five half-day workshops: 

•  Business and Human Rights: Introduction to the 
UN Guiding Principles (29 March)

•  Corporate Human Rights Policy Development  
(3 May)

•  Corporate Human Rights Due Diligence: 
Assessment and integration of human rights 
impacts (21 June)

•  Corporate Human Rights Due Diligence: Tracking 
and communicating human rights performance 
(12 July)

•  Addressing adverse human rights impacts: 
Managing human rights related complaints, 
disputes and grievances (1 August).

Guest speakers included: Shane Lucas, Global Head of Sustainable 
Development, ANZ; Elaine Prior, Director/Senior Analyst, Citi 
Investment; Dr Annie Pettitt, Director Community Engagement at 
Australian Human Rights Commission; Jane Gronow, Principal 
Advisor for Communities and Social Performance, Rio Tinto; 
Duncan Paterson, Chief Executive Officer, CAER; Christiane 
Meyer, Consultant, Banarra; Dr Alexandra Guaqueta, Member of 
UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights and World 
Economic Forum, Global Council on Human Rights, and former 
Head of Social Standards and International Engagement, Cerrejón 
Coal; Serena Lillywhite, Mining Advocacy Lead, Oxfam Australia; 
Rachel Nicolson, Senior Associate, Corporate Responsibility Group, 
Allens; and Tracey Raymond, Director, Investigation and Conciliation 
Service, Australian Human Rights Commission.

An overview of key global trends and UN initiatives on corporate 
responsibility and sustainability leadership was given at a 
Sustainability Leadership Masterclass.

Business Showing the Way

An overview of key global trends and UN initiatives 
on corporate responsibility and sustainability 
leadership was given at a Sustainability Leadership 
Masterclass. This also provided a forum for 
networking and information exchange for corporate, 
government and NGO professionals working in 
this area and those interested in learning more 
about how to get involved in global initiatives for 
sustainability. 

The first masterclass in the UNAA Victoria 
Sustainability Leadership series, entitled ‘The UN 
and Global Business Initiatives for Sustainability 
Leadership’, was held on 6 October 2011 in 
partnership with PWC and RMIT University. The 
master class was attended by over 90 participants, 
professionals from business, government and 
NGO sectors with an interest in or responsibility for 
corporate governance, sustainability, community 
engagement and CSR. 

The master class was hosted by RMIT University 
and facilitated by Joseph M. Siracusa (Associate 
Dean of International & Justice Studies and Professor 
of Human Security and International Diplomacy in 
Global Studies at RMIT University). The expert panel 
included Rosemary Sainty (Former Head, Secretariat, 
UN Global Compact Network Australia); 

Andrew MacLeod (CEO, Committee for Melbourne 
& Foundation Chair UN Principles for Social 
Investment); Lena Geraghty (Network Manager, 
Global Reporting Initiative Focal Point Australia); 
Mark Ingram (Executive Director, Business 
for Millennium Development); and Vanessa 
Zimmerman (former Legal Advisor to the UN Special 
Representative on Business and Human Rights). 
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Thinkers in a Masterclass

World-renowned environmentalist, entrepreneur 
and author Paul Hawken ran two exclusive 
masterclasses in partnership with UNAA (Vic), 
Eco2Sys, GHD, KPMG and NAB. The masterclasses 
were an outstanding opportunity for executives and 
decision-makers to learn from and engage with a 
leading international thinker in sustainable business 
practices and environmental entrepreneurship. They 
provided a unique learning forum with Paul Hawken, 
internationally renowned consultant to heads of state 
and CEOs on economic development, industrial 
ecology, natural capital and environmental policy.

Senior executives, directors and other decision-
makers seized the chance to exchange ideas with 
Paul Hawken. 

The masterclasses focused on business strategy 
- understanding and embracing the scale of 
emerging changes, risks and opportunities - in a 
low carbon, resource-constrained world, and how 
business can prosper when the rules of the game 
are rapidly changing.

The Sydney Master Class, held on 31 October 
and hosted by KPMG, was attended by 40 
participants. The Melbourne Master Class, held on 
27 October and hosted by GHD, was attended by 
35 participants. 

Video coverage of the master classes was 
distributed to the participants.

The half-day master classes, facilitated by Deane 
Belfield, Director of Eco2Sys, were supported by 
Sustainable Business Australia (SBA), InterfaceFlor, 
and Be The Change. 

Going Green at Rio

On Thursday 17 May, the UNAA Victoria held the 
Australia at Rio+20 Seminar ‘Collective Action for 
Sustainable Development: Rio+20 and the transition 
to a green economy.’ The seminar brought together 
key players from business, government and civil 
society to discuss Australia’s role and contribution 
at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) in June 2012. Recognising 
that business is a key agent for achieving the 
Rio+20 goals, the seminar explored the role 
that Australian business can play in advancing 
sustainable development and the green economy 
through responsible business practices and 
collective action with government and civil society.

The seminar was hosted by Russell Kennedy 
and facilitated by Rosemary Sainty (former Head, 
Secretariat UN Global Compact Network Australia 
and Adviser, Corporate Engagement, Transparency 
Australia). Following a keynote address by Donna 
Petrachenko (First Assistant Secretary Australian 
Government Rio+20 Taskforce), an expert panel 
discussed Australian perspectives in the lead up 
to Rio+20. Panellists included: Caroline Bayliss 
(Australia Director, Climate Change Group); 
Charles Berger (Director of Strategic Ideas, 
Australian Conservation Foundation); Nathan 
Fabian (Chief Executive, Investor Group on Climate 
Change); Melanie Stutsel (Director, Health, Safety, 
Environment & Community Policy, Minerals Council 
of Australia); Matthew Tukaki (Australian Network 
Representative, UN Global Compact); and Victoria 
Whitaker (Network Manager, Global Reporting 
Initiative, Focal Point Australia).

The Australia at Rio+20 LinkedIn group was 
established for ongoing discussion of these issues 
pre and post Rio. 

Thinkers in a
Masterclass

World-renowned environmentalist, entrepreneur and author  
Paul Hawken ran two exclusive masterclasses in partnership with 
UNAA (Vic), Eco2Sys, GHD, KPMG and NAB.
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In anticipation of the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) the UNAA 
Victoria Environment and Sustainability Committee 
coordinated forums to assess the Victorian 
economy in relation to the green economy theme of 
the Rio+20 Earth Summit. 

 
The Future of Energy in Victoria: 
Towards a Sustainable Economy?

The first Earth Summit Series event was held on 
5 May 2011, hosted by Allens. The public forum 
was moderated by Rob Gell, President of Greening 
Australia and Sustainability Consultant, with 
guest speaker Richard Bolt, Secretary, Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries. The forum was 
attended by an audience of 64. 

 

Natural Capital in Victoria: Towards a 
Sustainable Economy? 

The second Earth Summit Series event was held on 
19 July 2011, hosted by Allens. The public forum was 
moderated by Rob Gell, President of Greening Australia 
and Sustainability Consultant, with guest speakers 
Phillip Glyde, Executive Director, ABARES, and Rob 
Skinner, Living Victoria Ministerial Council, Office of 
Water – Water Sector Expert. The forum was attended 
by an audience of 74.  

Urban Infrastructure in Victoria:  
Towards a Sustainable Economy? 

The third Earth Summit Series event was held on 14 
September 2011, hosted by Allens. The public forum 
was moderated by Rob Gell, President of Greening 
Australia and Sustainability Consultant, with guest 
speaker Professor Rob Adams AM, Director City 
Design at the City of Melbourne. The forum was 
attended by an audience of 108. 

 
Social Change: Towards a Sustainable 
Economy?

The final Earth Summit Series event was held on 9 
November 2011, hosted by Allens. The public forum 
was moderated by Rob Gell, President of Greening 
Australia and Sustainability Consultant, with guest 
speakers Professor Kate Auty, Commissioner for 
Environmental Sustainability, Victoria and Paul Buckley, 
Chief Executive Officer, La Trobe City Council.  
The forum was attended by an audience of 81. 

Green Economy  
Dissected

In anticipation of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) 
the UNAA Victoria Environment and Sustainability Committee coordinated 
forums to assess the Victorian economy in relation to the green economy 
theme of the Rio+20 Earth Summit. 

The Environment and Sustainability Committee 
has had a very busy year. In preparation for the 
UN Sustainable Development conference in Rio 
(Rio+20), the Committee developed four seminars 
characterised as the Earth Summit Series.  
Some excellent high level speakers expanded on 
the Rio+20 themes, and gave us stimulating insights 
into what we need to do in Victoria and Australia to 
transition to a more sustainable way of living.

The Committee then worked with the transcripts of the 
seminars, and used them to develop a set of broad 
achievable actions for the future. This consequent 
document was dubbed The Melbourne Declaration, 
and was reviewed by an expert panel including 
the seminar speakers, expert scientists and some 
prominent citizens, including the 2011 Australian of the 
Year, Simon McKeon. The Melbourne Declaration was 
then launched at a joint UNAA/City of Melbourne event 
on 29 February this year.

The Committee sought engagement with the 
Australian government, and hosted an information 
seminar on 24 April. We also hosted, with the kind 
assistance of the City of Melbourne, a gathering of 
about twenty people who were intending to go to 
Rio de Janeiro for the conference.

Ultimately, four of our Committee funded themselves 
to attend the Rio+20 conference. It was a remarkable 
experience, and gave our group better insight into the 
challenges of trying to achieve far-reaching change 
in an international forum. We also had the privilege 
of meeting some dynamic young people from the 
university-based Global Voices organisation, who were 
part of our UNAA delegation. They showed themselves 
to be not so much the face of the future, but very much 
active and seeking influence in the present.

While there has been some criticism of the outcomes of 
Rio+20, particularly over the lack of mandated targets, the 
final conference document provides a very clear framework 
for future negotiations. Our Committee has already made 
plans for follow-up to the conference outcomes.

I would like to thank my fellow Committee members 
who met at least every second or third week during 
the year.  I would also like to record my thanks to 
Executive members Graham Hunter and Mark Coffey 
(our Committee’s Convenor), whose support I greatly 
appreciated during the year. 
 
Richard O’Byrne 
Chair, Environment and Sustainability Committee

Environment &  
Sustainability  
Committee
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Full House for`Shaping our future, 
telling your stories’ 

The `full house’ sign went up at the Melbourne 
Conversations event at the Melbourne Town Hall.

A total of 193 guests heard speakers including: 
Professor Kate Auty, Commissioner for Environmental 
Sustainability Victoria; Geoff Lawler, Director of City 
Planning and Infrastructure, City of Melbourne; Ellen 
Sandell, National Director, Australian Youth Climate 
Coalition; Emeritus Professor Chris Wallace-Crabb 
AM, poet, Chair, Australian Poetry Ltd and Professor 
Emeritus at The Australian Centre, University of 
Melbourne; and Professor Robert Hill, National 
President, UNAA and former Chairman of the 
Australian Carbon Trust. 

The event was opened by Councillor Cathy Oke, 
City of Melbourne, and the panel was followed by 
a ‘hot seat’ and Q&A session, with a campaign 
launched by OurSay, the digital democracy 
organisation, capturing questions, eco-stories and 
achievements online. This sold out event had 193 
registered to attend.  

Shaping our future,
telling our stories

Melbourne Declaration

Drawing on the findings of the Earth Summit 
Series forums a draft Melbourne Declaration was 
prepared by the UNAA Victoria Environment and 
Sustainability Committee to emphasise the relevance 
of the forthcoming UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) to the State of Victoria and 
to support a State transition to a more sustainable 
economy. The Melbourne Declaration was launched at 
the Melbourne Conversations event in February, with a 
call for feedback and submissions extended to UNAA 
Victoria networks, Earth Summit Series attendees and 
the general public. 

 
Rio+20 Melbourne Briefing

The Rio+20 briefing, held on 24 April in Melbourne 
and hosted by UNAA Victoria, was part of a series of 
briefings by the Australian Government Department 
of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities on Australia’s preparations 
for the upcoming United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20). David Forsyth 
from the Government’s Rio+20 Taskforce addressed 
the attendees. The event, held at the Monash Law 
Chambers Auditorium, was followed by drinks 
and networking. 129 registered to attend the 
briefing including a number of representatives from 
organisations sending delegations to the upcoming 
UNCSD.  

The `full house’ sign went up at the Melbourne Conversations 
event at the Melbourne Town Hall. This sold out event had 193 
registered to attend. 

The Committee continues to serve as both as 
a clearing house for Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs)  in the women’s and human rights sector,  
and encouraging the sharing of information on 
significant issues, as well as matters related to 
the UN and the Conventions to which Australia is 
a signatory. As a conduit between organisations 
we share perspectives and open discussion on 
emerging issues, especially those canvassed 
through the national women’s alliances. Regular 
reporting on local and international activity comes 
from organisational representatives, including the 
Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW)/
Graduate Women, BPW Australia, International & 
National Council of Women, National Council of 
Jewish Women of Australia (NCJWA), Soroptimist 
International, Union of Australian Women, Women’s 
International Zionist Organization (WIZO), Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom 
(WILPF) and Country Women’s Association (CWA). 

Work over the year included the review of reports 
from the Commission on the Status of Women 
56th session (CSW 56), the annual meeting of 
the UN Commission on the Status of Women and 
preparatory work for CSW 57 in 2012. 

This year’s schedule included: 

•  UN Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio +20 

•  reports from the International Women’s Summit, 
hosted by World Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) in Zurich

•  issues emerging from the CWA Australia South 
Pacific Regional Meeting in Tonga 

• celebrating the Centenary of Suffrage in Victoria 

•  input into and review of Victoria’s implementation of 
the National Action Plan to Eliminate Violence Against 
Women and Children 

•  learning about support for women who have 
experienced domestic violence in Israel via the WIZO 
International Conference

•  discussion about CSW56 Outcomes and Agreed 
Conclusions 

•  And participation in the Equality Rights Alliance face 
to face Melbourne meeting.

 
Bridgette Engeler Newbury 
Chair, Status of Women Committee 

Status  
of Women  
Committee
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